River Ridge Canoe 

2009 Trips & Results

I had the pleasure of meeting and fishing with Mr. Bill Plantan, President of River Ridge Canoe located in Rochester, Minnesota.  Bill and I took a “test ride” in my River Ridge canoe on Thursday July 30th on the Zumbro River; an absolutely beautiful river and resource.  The Zumbro serves as home to many Smallmouth and Muskie; plus an amazing number of Bald Eagles.
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Prep for Maiden Voyage in Waupaca County Wisconsin
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Jack McClure (on left), my fishing partner, lives in St. Paul, MN 
and teaches in Rochester, MN.
We spent Friday July 31st floating the Little Wolf River.  We had a great day of fishing; catching and releasing some very nice Smallmouths; many in the 17” to 19” range.  

I’ve wade fished the Little Wolf for 19 years. The River Ridge canoe allowed us to reach stretches of the river we had never fished before.  We found a couple of great looking holes of water.  See results below:
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      A few small boulders……….
                      Typical Little Wolf Smallmouth ~ 16”
We caught & released 9 or 10 Smallmouth, in the 17” to 19” range, from this hole of water alone.  The River Ridge canoe now makes access easy.  Needless to say we’ll be back there in 2010.
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Labor Day Weekend 2009
I made a return trip to Waupaca over the Labor Day weekend.  I met Jack McClure, my fishing buddy, once again for some Smallmouth fishing.
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River Ridge Canoe on the Waupaca River

During this 3 and a half day weekend, Jack and I caught and released over 300 Smallmouths; an unbelievable number of bass in the 17” to 20” range!  Again we were able to easily access stretches of water that we had not been able to reach before just by wade fishing.  
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Just another day at the office; 19” & 18” Smallies respectively!  Transportation provided thru the courtesy of River Ridge Canoes.
The Thornapple River

Hastings, MI
September 2009
In mid September I returned to Hastings, Michigan to fish the Thornapple River.  I have fished the Thornapple every year since 1962!  So this was my 47th year.  

I fished with my cousin’s husband, Steve, who lives near Ann Arbor.  Yes, he’s both a Michigan and Michigan State fan.  I’m a Purdue grad so this is tough to take.
Note: Purdue beat both Michigan and Ohio State this past Fall.  That never happens ………………………..  Go Boilers!

Steve and I caught and released around 100 Smallmouth Bass on this short trip.  
[image: image9.jpg]i

(¢ 23





We’re preparing for a morning launch on the Thornapple.  

Note the 2 wheel cart – from Cabela’s.  This cart comes in real handy 
when getting the canoe and all the fishing gear to the water’s edge.
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17.5” Smallie on a “white pearl” Fluke
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I typically park the canoe and then wade to the holes I want to fish
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Parked along an island for a lunch break.  

I use this photo as the wallpaper background on my home computer!!
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Getting ready for another morning launch………… 
Winter Storage w/ Heavy Duty Hoist

Bill,

Here are a couple of photos of my River Ridge canoe hanging in my garage for the winter.  I have a large three car garage but I like having the canoe stored out of the way.  I have a pretty good size John Deere tractor that I park in my garage during the winter; so the hoist allows me to free up extra space.
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Here is my River Ridge Canoe in storage utilizing the heavy duty hoist.  

The hoist is easy to mount and operate.
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Note: Canoe cover is in place to keep out the dust & dirt.

[image: image16.jpg]



Note:  I managed to put a whole bunch of scratches on the bottom of the canoe this summer.  
Most came courtesy of the “Little Wolf” river in Wisconsin.  Any recommendations on how best to clean-up/repair??
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Now I’m just counting the days when I can get the canoe out of storage and put it back to work!  Come on springtime!! 

My first trip will probably be to the western part of Virginia (up in the Highlands) to fish the North Fork of the Holston river.
River Ridge 2009 
Prepared by Chris Chaney
December 16, 2009

